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Sample topic map…

Company Person Project
employment member-of

employer employee

NB! Here, ”Trond” represents me, but a topic 
can represent anything. It could have been 
an instance of Document related to a Project
through a Discusses relationship, for 
example, or whatever you may – or may not 
– think of. 

Trond
FNR: xxxxx

EmployeeID: xxxxx
Bouvet NRK/Skole

homepage



Another topic map...

Person Technology
has-interest

TKP
FNR: xxxxx

Topic 
Maps

photo



Trond
SID: 081279xxxxx

Company Person

Bouvet

Project

NRK/Skole TKP
SID: 081279xxxxx

Person Technology

Topic Maps

TM -
merger

Trond
TKP

SID: 081279xxxxx

Company Person

Bouvet

Project

NRK/Skole

Technology

Topic Maps

Example shows
identity based 
merging ,
using birth number 
(”fødselsnr.”) as a 
unique identifier of 
person s.

Topic Maps’ scope
lets us distinguish 
information from 
variuos sources 
(/information that is 
valid from given 
perspective(s)).



After merging

Company Person Project Technology

Trond
TKP

FNR: xxxxx
EmployeeID: 

xxxx

Bouvet NRK/Skole Topic Maps



ISO 13250 Topic Maps

Association

Topic

Occurrence

<isotopicmaps.org> 
<www.topicmaps.com> 



Topic Maps:

• International standard (ISO 13250)
• Structuring of information & -resources
• Facilitates

• Information Exploration / Navigation• Information Exploration / Navigation
• Knowledge Management
• Information Retrieval
• Information Integration

• ”Making sense of information”
• Commercial and Open Source Tools (”TM Engines”)



Event

Produce/

”Updates 
on…!”

”I’m 
working 
on it!”

Find Understand Catch up
Produce/
Coordinate

”Everything 
about…!”

”I know 
what I’m 
looking 
for…”



Some Topic Map Usage Cases

• Regjeringen.no
• UiB.no (fall 2008)
• Forbrukerportalen.no
• Wilhelmsen.com

• Hitachi
• Nokia
• The New Zealand 

Electronic Text Centre• Wilhelmsen.com
• Posten (intranet)
• Polararet.no
• ArcticCouncil.org
• Hoyre.no

Electronic Text Centre
• US Deptartment of Energy
• US Office of Naval 

Intelligence
• Dutch Police & Tax Office

And many more...



In production (Norway)
• itu.no (Bouvet)
• forbrukerportalen.no (Bouvet)
• skifte.no (Bouvet)
• *.hoyre.no (Bouvet)
• nysgjerrigper.no (Bouvet)
• matportalen.no (Bouvet)
• udi.no (Creuna)
• skatteetaten.no (Creuna)
• brainbank.no (Cerpus)
• kulturnett.no (Bouvet, Ontopia)
• skolenettet.no (Creuna)
• apollon.uio.no (USIT)
• kuling.net (Cerpus)
• norgesuniversitetet.no (Bouvet)

In production (cont.)
• Utdanningsdirektoratet – Fibel: Intranett (Bouvet)
• nasjonalefestningsverk.no (Bouvet)
• npolar.no (Bouvet)
• polararet.no (Bouvet)
• polarhistorie.no (Bouvet)
• skogoglandskap.no (Bouvet)
• sjohistorie.no (Tor Oskar)
• bellona.* (Bouvet)
• hadsel.kommune.no (Bouvet)
• vestvaagoy.kommune.no (Bouvet)
• matportalen.no/matvaretabellen (Bouvet)
• wilhelmsen.com (Bouvet)
• kildenett.no (Bouvet)

• norgesuniversitetet.no (Bouvet)
• SSB – Byrånettet: Intranett (Bouvet)
• utdanningsdirektoratet.no (Bouvet)
• ksikt-forum.no (Bouvet)
• vilbli.no (Lex)
• regjeringen.no (Bouvet/MW/Abeo/…)
• Posten Norge – PIA2: Intranett (Bouvet)
• bergen.kommune.no (Bouvet)
• Utdanningsdirektoratet - "Grep": Læreplaner, 

kodeverk og tilbudsstruktur for 
grunnutdanningen i Norge (Bouvet)

• sentermotincest.no (Bouvet)
• matmerk.no (Bouvet)
• fuzzzy.com (Roy Lachica)
• skoleporten.utdanningsdirektoratet.no (Bouvet)

Being developed
• Universitetet i Bergen – diverse (Bouvet)
• industrimuseet.no (Bouvet)
• Ski kommune – Intranett (Prokom)
• Aktiviteter hos Creuna, Ravn, Making Waves og 

WM-Data



Total E&P

• Cessation Project
• Knowledge Management
• Ex. topic types:

• Document• Document
• Contract
• Feedback Report

• Platform
• Material

• Concrete
• Steel



Regjeringen.no

• Drill-down approach used throughout the portal
• Integration of FAST + Topic Maps
• Faceted Search Filtering



Ability to 
filter search 
results on results on 

multiple axes







NRK/Skole

• Official GREP topic map merged with domain topic map
• Associates multimedia content with curricula and 

competency goals.
• Ex. topic types:• Ex. topic types:

• Curriculum
• Competency Goal
• Subject

• History
• Person





Thank you!Thank you!


